
I am always reflective at this time of year ï perhaps it is the end of our first 
trimester or the approaching holidays or the end of a calendar year.  Whatever the 
reason, the reflection serves a dual purpose to remember the highlights and 
achievements of the past and to set a plan for growth and improvement in the 
coming months.  As a school principal, there is value and learning in both! 

Having spent the past sixty days getting used to Brown School, our students are 
beginning to test their wings, enjoying new found learning experiences, academic 
strengths, and the new independence of middle school and young adolescence.  
The teachers have also learned much about each of their students; they know who 
is ready for more independence and more challenge, who needs more support, 
and they have learned the social and emotional learning preferences of those 
students they see on a daily basis.  Having set the stage for success during 
Trimester 1, teachers are encouraging the increased independence and 
responsibility for which so many students are ready.   

Now that students are acclimated to the routines of Brown School, the planning 
for classroom assignments, and the expectations for personal responsibility, they 
are poised for even more growth in Trimester 2.  As teachers continue to reinforce 
the skills necessary for academic and personal success at Brown and in life, we 
hope we can count on parents to join us in reinforcing the importance of taking 
responsibility for learning, self -advocating, seeking clarification, and making sure 
that every effort reflects a childôs best effort.  The work will  get harder, the 
assignments more sophisticated, and the expectations higher.  However, we will 
continue to communicate our work and provide the necessary help and 
encouragement when we know our students need it.    

Trimester 1 report cards should provide a valuable summary of the strengths of 
your child.  The grades also reflect the level of effort and personal responsibility 
that went into each class and each assignment.  I encourage parents to talk to 
children, not just about the grades, but also about what it took to achieve at the 
level reflected in the grade.  Now is a great time to talk about goal setting for 
continued or renewed success in Trimester 2.  As you continue your support and 
encouragement at home, know that the teachers are here to answer your 
questions or provide guidance for the next phase of the 2011-2012 school year. 

Brown School students have set a standard of kindness, respect and achievement 
that impresses all of the adults who come to Brown.  Students greet each other 
warmly, hold doors for teachers, friends, and strangers, and clamor to be the first 
to help anyone in need.  Their values and work ethic have defined them as 
individuals and as a group ï they have set the standard high! 

The value of reflection is in the renewal and regeneration of optimism, so 
characteristic of our community.  The school year 2011 ends on a note of 
achievement and renewed challenge, and sets the stage for an even more dynamic 
2012.   

My sincere wishes to all for a season filled with peace, joy, and renewal. 

 

                          Julie Phelps 

Principalôs Message 

B
ro

w
n

 B
u

lle
ti
n

 
M

a
d

is
o

n
 P

u
b

li
c

 S
c

h
o

o
ls

 
December 2011 

 



Dates to Remember  

Dec.  15  Report Cards sent home with students 

Dec. 23  Early Dismissalð12:15 pm 

Dec. 24ðJan. 2 Holiday Recess 

Jan. 3   School Resumes 

Jan. 16  Martin Luther King Day ðno school 

Jan 30ðFeb 3 Brown Book Fair  

Feb. 20ð24  Winter Break  

 

 

The PTO has concluded several of our major fundraisers, including the gift wrap sale, movie night, 

election day bake sale, magazine sale, and the holiday boutique.   Together these efforts raised over 

$7,500 for our school! This money  will be used for cultural arts programs, subsidizing field trips, t -

shirts for the sixth graders, and poetry declamation contest prizes.   A huge  thank you goes to our 

event chairpeople who worked to make each event successful: Elisabeth Shaughnessy, Jenn Burt, 

Amy Laffargue, Linda Amplo,  Tricia Monaghan and Gaby Jenkins. Without 

their help we would not be in the financial position to provide  such 

enriching experiences for our children!  

Thanks so much to all our volunteers!   It takes many hands to make 

each event successful and we sincerely appreciate all the people who 

helped in so many different ways!    

We are looking forward to our second general meeting coming up in 

January.   We hope to have a guest speaker come in and discuss 

technology and its ever increasing influence on our children.   More 

details about this meeting will be forthcoming.  

It's not too late to send in your membership dues!! We are still down in 

participation from last year.   Please send in  your $15 check made payable to "Brown PTO" if you 

haven't already done so.   Thank you!  

 

Meg  Lyons (margaretblyons@gmail.com  )                    Denise Fogleman (nesebyrd@yahoo.com)  
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Check out our website for lots of great information, forms, schedules, etc.  

www.brownmiddleschool.org  
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School CounselorsðMrs. Catucci & Miss Hayes 

The school counselors at Brown have been very fortunate this fall to attend two professional 

development conferences.  Both Mrs. Catucci and Miss Hayes attended the Connecticut School Counselor 

Association Annual Conference and an Anti -Bullying Conference at the University of Hartford.  Both 

conferences highlighted important counselor topics such as student success planning, curriculum design, 

and managing school climate.  The concepts of Creating Safe School Climates and School Connectedness 

were discussed at great length during these conferences. School connectedness is the belief held by 

students that adults in the school care about them on an educational and personal level. Students are 

more likely to succeed when they feel connected to school. Physical and emotional safety are key 

components to feeling connected to school.  One of our recent school -wide S.A.I.L. activities was 

discussing with students ways they felt Brown had a safe school climate.  Students reflected back to 

their S.A.I.L. advisors that they felt there were adults in the building they could talk to, that the 

administration cared about their safety and academic success, and that students were treating each 

other with respect.  

   

The seven qualities that seem to influence studentsô positive attachment to school are: 

Å Having a sense of belonging and being part of a school 

Å Liking school 

Å Perceiving that teachers are supportive and caring 

Å Having good friends within school 

Å Being engaged in their own current and future academic progress 

Å Believing that discipline is fair and effective 

Participating in extracurricular activities  

 

At Brown School, the entire staff works very hard to ensure that these seven 

qualities are part of our school culture.  Teachers, staff, administrators, and 

counselors work daily to create an environment where students feel that they are valued and respected.   

 

The Center for Effective Collaboration and Practice has produced a great article illuminating further the 

concept and successes of School Connectedness.   The CECP is part of the American Institutes for 

Research, and is funded under a cooperative agreement with the Office of Special Education Programs, 

U.S. Department of Education, with supplemental funding from the Center for Mental Health Services, 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Check it out at: http://cecp.air.org/download/

MCMonographFINAL.pdf . 

We want all students to feel connected to Brown School and we continue to offer our services to the 

entire school community.  We see many students individually or in small groups when they come down 

to the counseling office.  Please encourage your child to come to their grade level counselor if they need 

someone to talk to during the school day.  Students can make appointments with us at any time.  

Additionally, if you have a concern about your child, please feel free to call us or set up an appointment.  

We have already had the opportunity to meet and/or talk with several parents and our collaboration has 

been very beneficial for the students!  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call or email your childôs grade level counselor.  Weôre 

looking forward to having a great school year with all of you!  

 

Michelle Catucci, Gr. 6 Counselor, 203 -245 -6421, catuccim@madison.k12.ct.us  

Eliza Hayes, Gr. 5 Counselor, 203 -245 -6419, hayese@madison.k12.ct.us  

http://cecp.air.org/download/MCMonographFINAL.pdf
http://cecp.air.org/download/MCMonographFINAL.pdf


We would like to remind all current sixth grade parents that a sixth grade physical is required by the 

State of Connecticut. This physical must be dated AFTER June 1, 2011 .  These forms may be obtained 

from your health care provider and are also available in our office. This form is due in the health office 

by June 1, 2012.  

If your child has been injured and requires the use of crutches, has been casted, splinted or sutured, 

please contact our office prior to their return to school.  This enables us to ensure the safety of all of 

our students.  Your health care provider will need to authorize your childôs ability to resume activity in 

physical education classes.  This may be faxed to our office at 245 -6425.  

All vision, hearing, and postural screenings have been completed for grade five.  If you have received a 

referral, please have your childôs health care provider complete the form and return it to us as soon as 

possible.  

Should your child receive any immunizations during the school year, please have 

this information forwarded to our office.  

Please call the attendance line at 245 - 6404 before 8:00 a.m. if your child will 

be late or not attending school, and indicate the reason for your childôs absence. 

Have a happy and healthy winter.  

Health OfficeðMrs. Alberti & Mrs. Rinaldi  
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Minds in Motion                        

Comes to Madison  

Madison Public Schools, along with 
the Connecticut Association for the 

Gifted, hosted Minds in Motion , an 
academic enrichment event at Brown 

School on Saturday, November 19.  

Over 300 students and parents from around the 

state enjoyed a variety of activities including art, 
theater, forensics, survival, and hands -on 

construction.   The 29 student workshops provided 
experiences that stimulated students in grades K -8 

to learn about topics that are of interest to 
them.   While students were in classes, parents and 

teachers attended a keynote address and 
workshops themselves. Participants enjoyed their 

afternoon and we hope to host Minds in Motion 
again in the future.  

Attendance hotline:  

203 245 -6404  
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lives. We also learned about 

optical lenses and how 

scientists use them, as well as 

how we can use them to help 

us see better. We completed 

posters in the Library Media 

Center with the aide of 

computers, encyclopedias, and 

reference books, where 

students were required to 

research common optical 

instruments and figure out how 

they work.  

Currently we are blasting off to 

the moon and learning about 

the existing relationships 

between the earth, the moon, 

and the sun. We have just 

begun ñMoon Journals,ò 

recording the different phases 

of the moon nightly, and 

students began to understand 

what effect the moon has on us 

here on Earth. We will be 

learning what causes seasonal 

changes, day and night, and 

why the moon appears 

differently to us each night.  

As we approach the holiday 

season, we wish to extend 

warm wishes to everyone for a 

joyful holiday and a prosperous 

new year.  

 

Our fifth graders have already 

accomplished so much this 

year! We began by studying 

the eye and how we see the 

world around us. We learned 

about the different parts of the 

human eye and learned that 

not every living thing sees the 

same way we do.  

After this unit, we studied 

optics and light, which required 

us to apply what we learned 

about the eye. We learned 

about the electromagnetic 

spectrum and found out that it 

is everywhere around us. 

Whether listening to the radio, 

getting an X - ray at the doctor, 

microwaving a bag of popcorn, 

or interpreting colors of 

autumn, the electromagnetic 

spectrum is a major part of our 

It has been a VERY busy start 

to the school year, and based 

on how much weôve covered, it 

seems like weôve been in 

school for six months, not just 

three!  We started the year 

reviewing basic number 

concepts and expanding 

studentsô understanding of 

decimals.  Numbers got bigger 

(to the billions place) and 

smaller (to the ten -

thousandths place).  Students 

learned that digits are assigned 

value based on their place 

within a number.  Students 

applied what they knew about 

rounding, comparing, and 

ordering whole numbers to 

decimals.  They also learned 

how to make picture 

representations of whole 

numbers and decimals to the 

hundredths place.  

In the second unit of the year, 

we reviewed addition and 

subtraction, and expanded 

existing knowledge to both 

larger whole numbers and 

smaller decimal numbers.  

Students learned to line up 

decimals when adding and 

subtracting in order to add or 

subtract like place values.  

Students learned estimation 

strategies to help find quick, 

reasonable answers to 

problems ï just like adults do 

in real life.  Students applied 

their abilities to add and 

subtract to real world 

problems, such as taking trips 

to Macôs Market, balancing a 

checkbook, or planning and 

budgeting for a Halloween 

party.  

We spent the month of 

November expanding 

understanding and fluency in 

multiplication.  Students  

worked hard all month to 

master their math facts, and 

we thank them for all of their 

hard work!  Keep practicing 

those factsé they will be put to 

use throughout the rest of the 

year.  Students have learned 

how to multiply 2 digit x 3 digit 

numbers, and how to multiply 

decimals, particularly money.  

This unit finished up in early 

December and is being 

followed by a unit on division.  

Long division can sometimes 

be confusing to students.  The 

better they know their math 

facts, the easier division will be 

for them.  So please, keep 

practicing those facts!  

Many students find it fun to 

practice facts and other math 

concepts by playing games or 

working with other students.   

You can find links to fun math 

games on the Brown School 

math teachersô websites.   
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LOST & FOUND  

Our Lost & Found areas are 
overflowing with jackets, sweatshirts, 
lunch bags, books, etc.  Please 

encourage your child to look for any 
items he/she may be missing.  Parents 

are also welcome to come in and look for items 
themselves.  All clothing items will be donated to 
charity over the holiday break, and 

all other items will be discarded.  

Fifth grade students have been 

industriously reading and 

writing.  It is our goal to 

submerse our students in 

written language.  From 

grammar, to vocabulary, to 

using a thesaurus, to 

researching a topic, to writing 

essays, and independent 

reading, our focus is on 

providing our students with the 

reading and writing skills 

necessary for success.  

The reading units this year will 

focus on the themes of 

struggle, relationships, and 

conflict.   Within each unit, 

students will not only read a 

variety of books, but also learn 

about the themes through 

articles, video -clips, song 

lyrics, poetry, and research.  

Students will also continue            

to strengthen their 

comprehension skills while 

learning about a variety of 

characters, and their 

relationship with other 

characters, understanding   

plots and settings, as well as 

having plenty of opportunity to 

summarize and make 

predictions .   

Students were introduced to 

expository writing this fall and 

have had multiple opportunities 

to reinforce and utilize these 

skills.  Students started off by 

analyzing strong pieces of 

writing and learning about the 

rubric used to score expository 

pieces.  Once they were 

comfortable with the 

organization and elaboration 

techniques, they wrote their 

own expository pieces.  The 

growth from the baseline 

writing prompt given in 

September, compared to the 

end of October writing prompt, 

is evidence of the amount of 

understanding and learning 

that is happening in the  

language arts classrooms.   

Students will continue to work 

on their expository writing 

skills as the year progresses.  

With a clear understanding of  

organization, supporting 

details, and well written 

paragraphs under their belts, 

the focus of instruction will now 

shift to word choice, 

elaboration, and the use of 

transition words.  The next 

writing prompt will be given at 

the end of December.  

It is our goal for students to 

read not only for assignments, 

but for enjoyment as well.  The 

best way to become a better 

reader is to read, read, read, 

read, and read some more!  If 

your child needs assistance 

selecting a book for pleasure 

reading, they should see their 

language arts teacher, Mrs. 

Heimer, or Mrs. Gulick.  We are 

very lucky to have a school 

library that carries the latest 

and greatest books!  
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Brown Students Help Those in Need 

Brown students and staff once again participated in our 

annual Adopt -a-Family program,  which fills the wish lists of 
needy families during the holiday season.   On December 

15, employees and students from Connecticut College 
arrived at our school to pick up the many gifts our students, their 

families, and Brown staff members brought in to be distributed to 
families in the New London area.  

Thank you to all who contributed for their generosity and for helping 
our children understand the true meaning of the holiday.  Special 

thanks to Brown staff members Val Alberti and Beth Micciche for 
organizing this special project.  

understanding by creating a 

colonial billboard and 

presented their information in 

class.  Students applied their 

knowledge of economics and 

trade when they created a 

product to barter during our 

trade fair.  This unit led to our 

study of slavery and the three 

dilemmas.  We traced slavery 

back to life in West Africa, 

learned about the capture of 

slaves, the Middle Passage, 

and life in America for the 

enslaved.  We are currently 

learning about the causes 

leading up to the American 

Revolution.  

This year we have been 

privileged to experience a 

variety of special events in our 

social studies classes. 

Recently, Chuck Costa, our 

state troubadour, visited us.  

Over two classroom periods, he 

was able to help each class 

Throughout the first 

trimester in social studies, 

fifth graders  learned about 

early America.  We began 

the year studying about the 

early settlements of 

Jamestown, Roanoke, and 

Plymouth.  Using a variety of 

sources including video clips, 

print, and the interactive 

component of our textbook, 

Social Studies Alive ,  students 

learned about these colonies 

and how they survived. Our 

next unit then continued to 

focus on how the thirteen 

colonies were divided into 

sections.  We focused on the 

similarities and differences of 

the New England, middle and 

southern colonies.  We 

compared the government, 

economy, geography and 

investigated why each colony 

was founded.   Students 

demonstrated their 

create their own song about a 

history topic of their choice.  

Students learned the process 

of creating a song: 

brainstorming, writing a 

chorus, creating a melody, and 

writing the verses.  The songs 

were fantastic!  We also had a 

visit from the Madison 

Historical Society.  Lynn 

Friedman, the executive 

director, shared a presentation 

called The History of 

Thanksgiving in Madison .  

Students charted how 

Americans celebrated 

Thanksgiving in the colonial, 

new republic, and Victorian 

time periods.  We are 

extremely excited for the 

upcoming units of study 

including the Declaration of 

Independence, the American 

Revolution, and the 

Constitution.  

Gr. 5 Social StudiesðMr. Bizier, Mrs. McPeake, Miss Ramondetta 
Gr. 5 Language ArtsðMiss Hutchinson, Mr. LaPointe, Miss Prendergast  
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continue throughout the entire 

year!  

Studying the elements of the 

short story  was an important  

part of Trimester 1. We 

discussed how a good story 

consists of a descriptive 

setting, interesting and well -

developed characters, and an 

engaging plot. Reading stories 

such as Dragon, Dragon , The 

Scribe , Run Sheep Run,  and 

others by diverse authors, we 

discussed the characters and 

how they resolved a conflict in 

a story. For a culminating 

project, students had the 

opportunity to create their own 

interesting character and write 

an original short story. Their 

chosen character was 

developed through their traits, 

and they were involved in an 

interesting conflict. This project 

allowed students to combine 

their understanding of 

characters and short stories 

with the writing and grammar 

skills we have been working on 

this year in a creative and 

interesting way. Please ask 

your child to share their 

character piece with you.  

Students have been reading 

many exciting and interesting 

books for Independent 

Reading.  Genres include 

Nutmegs, classics, and 

historical fiction, as well as free 

choice titles.   

We are looking forward to 

continuing to get to know your 

child throughout the year.  

Grade 6 language arts teachers 

are delighted to share a 

snapshot of the Trimester 1 

curriculum with you.  

The students 

continue to 

develop their 

expository 

writing 

skills . We 

are 

reinforcing 

the structure of a main idea 

paragraph using the ñperfect 

paragraphò format, which we 

also utilize in answering open -

ended responses to reading. 

This skill will help the students 

improve their prompt writing.  

In addition to writing structure, 

students have been working on 

their grammar skills, which will 

Weôve gotten off to a fantastic 

start in sixth grade math this 

year!  Students kicked off the 

year with fractions and number 

theory.  Whew!  That blew the 

summer dust right off their 

brains!  Next were decimals 

and number theory, and  

students began to settle into 

the sixth grade routine.  A 

large part of the curriculum is 

organizing information to make 

sense of it.  With that in mind, 

students created ñinfographicsò 

to share their knowledge.  We 

have found this to be an 

enjoyable and effective way for 

students to work with and 

absorb information.  

We are now 

beginning our 

third unit on 

expressions 

and equations, 

which will 

involve some 

vocabulary and solving 

algebraic equations.  Here 

students get a taste of using 

variables or ñmystery 

numbersò in equations and 

expressions.  We will also 

study word problems to rewrite 

them as algebraic equations to 

solve.  

As the second trimester begins, 

it is important for students to 

take inventory of their 

supplies.  Pencils seem to be in 

low supply!  Students should 

check their graph paper 

notebooks to see if they are in 

need of a new one.  It is also 

helpful for each student to 

have a four function basic 

calculator as we move into the 

more difficult units.  At that 

point, the focus is on the 

concept more than the 

computation.  

In addition, our sixth grade 

Continental Math League team 

(CML) is doing quite well.  After 

the first of five meets, they are 

in first place in Connecticut.  

The multi - step paragraph 

length word problems they are 

solving  are very impressive!  

They are off to a phenomenal 

start.  
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overall concept of the birth of 

civilization and geographyôs 

influence.  Students used these 

skills as they were introduced 

to Mesopotamia.  During this 

time, students focused on note

- taking skills and incorporated 

the writing process.  

Currently we are exploring 

Ancient Egypt, where students 

will apply research, note -

taking, and writing skills more 

independently.  Students will 

be working on a flipbook 

project that incorporates 

GRAPES (geography, religion, 

achievements, politics, 

economics, and social class) to 

study this fascinating ancient 

civilization.   

As trimester one comes to an 

end, we want to take this 

opportunity to discuss some of 

what we have learned.  

Students began the year 

exploring map skills, including:  

continents and oceans, latitude 

and longitude, scale mile, 

direction, and different types of 

maps.  These skills will be 

revisited throughout the year.  

Our next stop was the Middle 

East.  Students mapped this 

area and then we began the 

The Grade 6 science students 

are progressing nicely in 

science class as we end our 

first trimester.  

The 2011 -2012 school year 

started off with a study of 

weather.  It was great fun to 

make sense of the weather we 

experience every day. We 

studied local and global 

weather while learning about 

the water cycle, winds, and 

clouds.  While focusing on 

weather predicting, we learned 

about weather fronts, breezes, 

high and low pressure areas, 

as well as the affect of 

topography on local weather. 

The classes read real 

thermometers and barometers, 

and went outside to observe 

weather. It was exciting to 

track weather fronts and 

pressure systems that moved 

throughout the country and 

predict what type of weather 

could be expected in the near 

future. Thanks to a busy 

hurricane season, many 

classes were able to track 

hurricanes in real time by 

observing satellite imagery of 

these unique and interesting 

storms.  In the process of 

studying weather, the students 

learned about the different 

phases of water, which led 

nicely into the study of matter.  

Learning about general and 

specific properties of matter, 

phases of matter, and phase 

changes has been challenging 

yet interesting! The students 

participated in many labs for 

this unit and were also able to 

use real lab equipment such as 

the triple beam balance, 

electronic scales, graduated 

cylinders and beakers.  A 

favorite lab activity was 

ñdensity cubes.ò The students 

were given a variety of cubes, 

all made from different 

substances. Using knowledge 

of mass and volume, the 

students calculated the density 

of the cubes and then 

determined what substance it 

was made from, choosing from 

a list that included copper, 

iron, steel and aluminum.  

Since all of the substances 

used have different known 

densities, the budding 

scientists were able to 

determine scientifically which 

cube was made from which 

substance. Pretty cool!   

The sixth graders have 

impressed us with their abilities 

to make connections and their 

willingness to take on 

challenges. We look forward to 

spending the winter months 

studying plant and animal cells 

as well as microbes.  
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